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PDA Update in Response 
to Novel Coronavirus

April 24, 2020
R. M. Johnson

President & CEO
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Thank you!

• Thank you to the first responders, all of whom deserve our 
appreciation and admiration. 

• Health care workers such as doctors and nurses
• Police officers, emergency medical technicians, firefighters and 

others who continue to respond to calls and medical emergencies.

• Thank you to the essential workers who continue to provide food, 
pharmacies, delivers, sanitation.

• Thank you to those working to continue to provide medical 
products to support not only the fight against COVID-19, but all the 
essential products that continue to meet the needs of our global 
community.
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Current Situation - WHO
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Current Situation - WHO
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CDC Data (Apr. 21, 2020)

In the US and around 
the world, different 
governments are 
preparing phased re‐
opening mandates.
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WHAT IS PDA DOING TO 
RESPOND TO THE 
PANDEMIC?
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PDA Response

• For PDA staff, we have suspended all business travel, until further notice. 

• Our Pandemic Preparedness Plan is in effect and we began teleworking 
for all employees on March 16, 2020.  This is currently extended to the end 
of April.

• We will continue to monitor the situation and make other announcements, as 
necessary.

•        We are committed to continue to operate and provide the service that 
our members have come to expect from PDA.
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Introduction

• PDA is ramping up our activities in 
response to the new “normal”:

• Member Support
• Science & Regulatory Activities
• Virtual Events
• Virtual Training
• Continuing Activity
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www.pda.org

Added special 
section on PDA 
website this 
week
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www.pda.org
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Member Support

• We have suspended the expiration of existing 
memberships until the end of June 2020.  As of now, all 
members will continue to enjoy the benefits of membership 
even if you are unable to pay due to the impact of the 
corona virus pandemic. 

• PDA has placed our PDA Letter in the “open’ to allow 
members and non-members to access it for the time being

• PDA has placed our PDA Journal in the “open’ to allow 
members and non-members to access it for the time being
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Science & Regulatory Activities

Coronavirus Pandemic Response Task Force

• Task Force Leader: Anil Sawant, PhD, 

• Sr. VP of Global Quality Compliance, Merck & Co., Member of PDA Board 
of Director

• Current Status: Task force has formed and has started its work

• Task Force Focus:  This Task Force is focusing on actions that are 
recommended to ensure the continued manufacturing and supply of 
product during an active outbreak. 
• The task force will develop suggested actions on GMP processes and controls that 

proactively take into account the potential for viral outbreaks as it relates to 
manufacturing to ensure continued as well as increased supply demand for 
pharmaceutical products.  

• The task force will provide comments to new and existing regulatory guidance as well 
as identify where new guidance may be needed to ensure that the enormous surges in 
the demand for pharmaceutical products that occur under these circumstance can be 
managed effectively to the greatest extent possible.  

12

11

12



4/24/2020

7

COPYRIGHT © PDA 2020 PDA Update April 24, 2020

Coronavirus Pandemic Response Task 
Force

Deliverables
And Status:

• Industry Survey on Impact of Coronavirus to Manufacturing Operations
(In-process, survey to close this week with readout expected by the first week in May)

• Initial Publication on Coronavirus covering the virus and specific areas that should be 
considered related to manufacturing operations
(In-process, initial draft completed) 

• Webinars specific to consideration for manufacturing and supply chain operations
(Planning and scheduling initiated) 

• Commenting on new and existing regulatory guidance as well as proposing were new 
guidance may be needed.
(Not yet initiated)

• Development of a PDA Points to Consider document focused on preparing for and 
responding to a pandemic in regards to manufacturing and supply chain operations
(Not yet initiated)
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PDA Statement Regarding COVID-19

PDA EVENTS
• 2020 PDA Annual Meeting in Raleigh, NC, was rescheduled to July 20-22, 2020.  We are 

moving to a Virtual Only meeting.

• The Visual Inspection Forum (EU) planned for April is being moved to October.

• Interphex moved from April to July 

• We are repositioning the ATMP Conference in June (US & EU) to Virtual Only.

• We are repositioning the Virus Conference in June (EU) to Virtual Only.

• We are repositioning the Quality & Regulatory Conference in June (EU) to Virtual Only.

• All Training in Europe and US has been cancelled or rescheduled through May.

• We have courses available on-line, either as computer-based training or as live virtual 
training.

• We are currently planning to resume in person events in September, with Virtual options.
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Virtual Events –US Time Zone
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16

15

16



4/24/2020

9

COPYRIGHT © PDA 2020 PDA Update April 24, 2020

Virtual Events –US Time Zone
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Virtual Events – EU Time zone
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Virtual Training
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Virtual Training  (cont.)
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Other News from PDA

• Recognizing the growing importance and impact of cell and gene therapy products, the Board 
resolved to create an Advanced Therapy Medicinal Products Advisory Board. This new 
advisory board will oversee PDA projects and Interest groups in these areas as well 
as provide guidance to PDA in the development of events, trainings, and technical 
publications to assist companies developing gene therapy medicinal products, somatic cell 
therapy products, and tissue engineered products. Michael Blackton, VP Global 
Quality, Adaptimmune, LLC, and Stephan Krause, PhD, Head of Product Quality, AstraZeneca 
Biologics, have been appointed to form and lead the new advisory board.

• PDA also named new members to its Board of Directors, as Glenn Wright left the all-volunteer 
body to join PDA staff as the Vice President of Scientific and Regulatory affairs in 
March. Melissa Seymour, Biogen, Inc., assumed the role of Treasurer; Emma Ramnarine, 
Roche Pharma, assumed the role of Secretary, and Stephan Roenninger, Amgen joined 
as a Director.

• For more information about PDA, its volunteer boards and committees, and leadership, go to 
PDA’s website.
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Continuing Activities
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Questions
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Contact Information

Richard M. Johnson

johnson@pda.org

Info@pda.org
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